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2.2

Welcome

George Ashworth welcomed delegates to the Joint Advisory Committee meeting.

Apologies for Absence

Chris Barrow, Bristol City Council

Angus Bloomfield — Natural England

John Buttivant, Environment Agency

Matthew Lewis — Monmouthshire County Council
ClIr James Harris, Monmouthshire County Council
Dave Harris, Monmouthshire County Council
Anne Hayes, Bristol Port Company

Sue Howard, Countryside Council for Wales
Rebecca Seaman, Somerset County Council
Dusi Thomas, Welsh Water

Minutes of the Last Meeting (10" November 2010) & Ma;

Minutes of the last JAC meeting were approved as a tr
matters arising.

Estuary Groups — Common Platform
Association of Severn Estuary Relevant A

Fiona Bowles (Chair of ASERA MG)

In December 2009, the Severn Estual d as a Special Area
of Conservation (SAC). The rewsed schen the European
marine site will include thi complete this by
July 2011. It is likely tha AC in January 2011 as

the high level adviso ation process. In the meantime, the
2\ site is to go live at the end May

day would be used as an initial forum for
ae original ASERA Advisory Group may be

Rivers Trust enquired as to why the SAC

dge. Charlotte Pagendham from Natural England
said that the SACesi was primarily based upon the ‘estuary’ feature,
which goes up to : he SAC also underpins the SSSI designation and
includes habitats and i

Severn Estuary Coastal Group (SECG) progress report
Paul Parker SEP gave a report on behalf of David Harris (Chairman of the SECG)

The main issue of discussion since the last JAC meeting has been the progress of
the Shoreline Management Plan. Consultation closed mid-January with some 90
responses of good quality. The consultants, Atkins have analysed these and
identified changes, as well as preparing responses to each submission. In addition
the National Quality Review Group (NQRG) responded in mid-February with their
comments. There were some 58 points, with 9 as ‘show stoppers’ i.e. those that
need to be addressed in detail to progress with the plan. This and the public
comments seem to be average for the SMP2’s around the UK.

11" May 2010

GA

PP (on
behalf
of DH)
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24

Atkins have prepared a response to the NQRG which was agreed at a Project
Management Group and returned to the NQRG, a telephone conference followed
to discuss this. The NQRG core members sought more detail on the response
before they would share this with the full group. That has been done and returned
to them. The NQRG have since asked for full SMP2 documents and Appendices to
be amended in line will all comments received. Copies of amended documentation
should be sent to NQRG and the process should be concluded in late May 2010.
SECG hope to hear from the NQRG by mid to late June for their signoff. The sign-
off is required before the SECG can proceed with the next stage of seeking Local
Authority and Regional Flood Defence Committee’s sign off. It now looks as if this
stage may slip to September — partly due to the summer recess and RFDC
committee dates.

The main outcomes of the consultation will see some changes
action plan has also been prepared by Atkins which shows
the SMP2 will be implemented. Much of that relates to m

icy. A draft
e outcomes of

coastal defences over the long term. It is recogni nd not
all demands will be met. This means that resili
comonplace and geographical areas that are
identified may need to be considered for Manag he third epoch i.e. in
the period 50-100 years hence (2060 — 2110).

On other aspects, Louise Penningto

Monitoring Centre) attended the meet
and progress. This new centre will allo ¢ [ nitoring work
from across Wales and prowi

Bristol Channgé

Don Sutherland (
representative for So

sociation (BCYA) DS

BCYA) and the Royal Yachting Associations
West England gave an update.

The BCYA were a statutory consultee in the Severn Barrage feasibility study for
the navigation section.

The BCYA have been working with Finding Sanctuary (in the main and Somerset
steering groups) to nominate potential Marine Conservation Zone’s (MCZ’s). The
BCYA is of the opinion that the MCZ'’s will not encourage more fishing to take
place, however there are concerns that the Severn Estuary will be split into two
completely different planning areas due to the different approaches being adopted
by England and Wales in establishing the MCZ'’s. This is particularly an issue for
the BCYA, whose members are constantly crossing the estuary and Bristol
Channel. DS expressed his concerns about this issue.
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The BCYA are also liaising with those managing the Atlantic Array wind farm
project. The RYA are concerned that navigation may be severely restricted in this
area once the development is in place.

DS also mentioned that live data can be obtained from the wave rider buoys at
Minehead, Bridgewater Bay and Weston Bay. The experimental tidal turbine at
Foreland Point has recently been removed.

The RYA have recently undergone some staff changes, having lost both their
Environmental and Planning Manager and Assistant. A new member of staff has
recently joined to cover these posts and the RYA would like to continue working
closely with SEP in the future.

Bristol Channel Standing Environment Group (BCSEG) CM

Christine Marsh, SEP gave a report on behalf of the BCS

The BCSEG have been advised by the MCA (Ma uard Agency) to take
on examples of best practice, and arg e example of North
Wales.

Channel should not be confused with the'B r Pollution Plan,
BCSEG'’s plan details ho [ ill operate in the
event of an incident i. i ealth advice to
response units.

GA

been identified to form the working group and a

in June/July. Anyone who is interested in joining the
State of the Seve
office.

SEP have continued Secretariat work for the SECG and ASERA,; including work on
the SMP2 and Management Scheme for the European Marine Site. Due to the
successful involvement in the SMP2, SEP are currently in discussions with the
Environment Agency over assisting with the public consultation and publicity of the
Flood Risk Management Strategy

The Partnership has also been successful in gaining €31,528 funding as a partner
within the Interreg IVC Deltanet 3 year €1.16m project. This project supports a
network of nine partners to investigate approaches to estuary/delta policy and
governance, including better science-policy integration. Further information
regarding Deltanet and SEP's involvement can be found at
http://www.severnestuary.net/sep/enews.html
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Jeanette Reis introduced herself as the interim SEP Manager and outlined SEP’s
next steps for its Strategic Business Plan.

The most recent version of the SEP’s Strategic Business Plan has been amended
to detail ‘Responsible Partners’ for the actions. The consultation period for the
document has been extended until Monday 31° May 2010. All partners were asked
to review the document on the Members Area of the website, and to provide
feedback via email.

5 The Severn Rivers Trust (SRT) SB
Stuart Ballard gave a short presentation to the JAC abo and its founder,
Tony Bostock.
The Severn Rivers Trust is an independent envirg
secure the preservation, protection, developme
streams, watercourses and water bodies in t
the education of the public in the managemen
The SRT’s remit does not stop at the banks of the oks at the whole
catchment area and links up indust ] [ ith those who use the
estuary (e.g. farmers, fishermen) to river and manage the
catchment area.
In this way, SRT works in a_simi . ny overlaps
between the two organise ilw p add value and fill
gaps.
It is expected that e SEP JAC days to speak in more
6 GQ

linked into the cou

The FRMS is a 100 year plan over 3 epochs (0-20, 20-50, 50-100 years) whereby
some areas will need to reviewed more frequently depending on their risk levels.
Plans for sea defences will be more detailed in the FRMS and will include specifics
about their shape, make-up and appearance etc.

d local authority’s core development strategies.

The consultation for the FRMS is coming up in a few months time and will be
advertised in the local press and at public events. 3 different versions of the
consultation document will be produced for S.Wales, Gloucestershire and
S.Gloucestershire, thereby making the documents more relevant (and cost
effective). Comments will be invited during public meetings and via online
guestionnaires. The consultation will commence once the SMP2 has been signed
off in the Autumn, it should be noted that the consultation process will not be equal
around the estuary, it will be specifically targeting those areas subject to short term
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changes. Where there are such changes, the Environment Agency will engage
with local landowners.

Habitat Creation on the Severn Estuary

Lyn Jenkins from the Environment Agency gave a presentation about the EA’s
habitat creation plans for the Severn Estuary.

http://www.severnestuary.net/sep/publications/JAC100511Habitat.pps

IMCORE — An update

Dr Ballinger from Cardiff University gave an update on the IMC
which is being undertaken on the Severn Estuary.

Project work

Dr Ballinger gave an overview of the IMCORE project ai
transnational, innovative & sustainable approach to red
change on coastal resources; To develop adaptatio

are to promote a
acts of climate

for climate change adaptation in the Severn Est
development of climate change adaptation on the stuary and encouraging

and policy makers.

Dr Jeanette Reis ga
consultation for the

's involvement with the pre-
on the Welsh and English sides.

@ of the Severn Working Group, to provide input for the
various sections of the final document. The document is intended to be a valuable
resource for the Partnership and its partners, it is expected that a draft document
will be produced by the end of this year. A Project Brief will be issued shortly to
Working Group members.

The meeting closed at 13:30 for lunch

11" May 2010
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