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Severn Estuary Partnership – COASTATLANTIC project

Integrating Geographic Information System data in a multi-authority, cross regional context

1. Introduction

Severn Estuary Partnership

The Severn Estuary Partnership (SEP) aims to “bring together those involved with the development, management and use of the Estuary within a framework which encourages the integration of their interests and responsibilities to achieve common objectives.” The SEP has recently been successful in securing European (Interreg IIIB) and UK Government funding under the COASTATLANTIC project in the Atlantic Arc area. With partners from Spain, Portugal, France and Ireland, the SEP will undertake a number of project strands which include coastal access, cultural heritage, promoting local produce, GIS and natural heritage. Undertaking these projects will enable the SEP to begin implementing the ‘Strategy for the Severn Estuary’. 

GIS & a multi-authority, cross-regional context
Coastal zones are highly dynamic and intensively used areas. There is usually a great deal of data available to assist with spatial planning and management, but it is a challenge to turn it into an easily understandable and accessible format that can be used by coastal planners and managers to inform the spatial planning and development process. Geographic Information Systems (GIS) are particularly valuable in this regard and are therefore a widely used tool for spatial planning.

There are however currently many problems in seeking to integrate GIS information from the different organisations involved in the management of large-scale coastal zones. These problems arise because organisations have set up different and independent systems that do not communicate with each other. Current thinking suggests that information systems should be based on harmonisation rather than integration, as benefits are best achieved through agreement on standards and co-operation between organisations. However, these benefits are only likely to develop if the GIS is demand led – ie driven by users, not data, process or technology led.
2. GIS on the Severn Estuary

The Severn Estuary is a jurisdictionally complex area with 12 local authorities, 3 Environment Agency regions, 3 water companies, several ports, 2 countryside agencies and 2 regional governments, all with their own data requirements and GIS systems. There have been some attempts in recent years to produce an estuary-wide GIS for specific issues such as aggregate dredging. But, to date, there has not been a project to develop an estuary-wide GIS to aid the sustainable planning and management of the Severn Estuary that is easily accessible to a wide range of organisations..

3. The GIS project
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The GIS project aims to unlock the inertia towards an estuary-wide GIS. A GIS Forum will be developed to generate a demand led GIS and facilitate working partnerships between organisations that have expertise in different subjects, but where the opportunity to exchange information has previously been limited. A Working Group will be set up to oversee the work of developing the GIS, culminating in a clear set of information requirements, existing data, a common map base and an information management strategy to further develop a GIS. A pilot system will be developed, identifying the coincidence of current activities with nature conservation features for ASERA. This project relates to M7b of the ‘Strategy for the Severn Estuary’, ‘promote collaboration between researchers and managers to provide co-ordinated, accessible and accurate data that informs management decisions.’

The GIS project will run from March 2004 – February 2006.

4. Who could be involved?

All organisations with an interest in this project will be invited to the GIS Forum. It is anticipated that the GIS Working Group will be established from those organisations and individuals most interested in the project. 


Contact Details:

Steve Knowles, Severn Estuary Partnership, PO Box 914, Cardiff University, Cardiff CF10 3YE

Tel: 01633 777706, e-mail sknowles@abports.co.uk
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