
[image: image1.jpg]G,

x
57y

wTNEsy,




Severn Estuary Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Forum 

Terms of Reference

September 2004
1. Purpose of the GIS Forum

1.1. To bring together technicians, users and owners of GIS data, to produce and then work together within a framework to resolve the current lack of co-ordination and harmonisation of GIS data on the Severn Estuary to aid spatial planning.

2. Role of the GIS Forum

2.1.  To participate and provide feedback to the development of an information management strategy for an estuary-wide GIS and other strands of the Interreg project;

2.2. To facilitate information sharing and working partnerships between organisations that have data and expertise in different subjects, and

2.3. To aid the wider dissemination of information about estuary related GIS data and an information management strategy within members’ organisations.

3. Membership and meetings

2 The Forum will meet three times per year to discuss progress on the terms of reference. Additional meetings can be scheduled as required.

2 The Forum will consist of interested members of the Severn Estuary Partnership Joint Advisory Committee who are able to provide, and may wish to use estuary related GIS data. Membership is not fixed and may be reviewed.

The Forum will work closely with and be served initially by the Severn Estuary Partnership Natural Heritage & GIS officer.

4. Funding/Finance

4.1
GIS Forum members will not be required to commit any funding to the running of the GIS Forum for the term of the Coastatlantic project (March 2006).

4.2
GIS Forum members are requested to host Forum meetings and to finance individual travel costs to meetings.

5. Termination or Withdrawal

5 The Forum can be drawn to a close when there is no will from the stakeholders to continue. Any stakeholder can withdraw from the Forum at any time but a period of notice is desirable so as a replacement member can be sought.

Appendix- List of Invitees

	· Associated British Ports

· Bridgwater Port Authority

· Bristol Environmental Records Centre

· Bristol City Council

· Cardiff Council

· Cardiff Harbour Authority

· Cardiff University

· CADW

· Countryside Council for Wales

· Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water

· English Heritage

· English Nature

· Environment Agency

· Environment Agency, Wales

· Forest of Dean District Council

· Gloucestershire County Council

· Gloucester Harbour Trustees

· Marine Coastguard Agency

· Monmouthshire County Council

	· Newport City Council
· North Somerset Council
· Sedgemoor District Council
· Severn Estuary Coastal Group
· Severn Estuary Partnership
· Severn Trent Water
· Somerset County Council
· South Gloucestershire Council
· Somerset Environmental Records Centre
· South West Regional Assembly
· Stroud District Council
· The Bristol Port Company
· Vale of Glamorgan Council
· Wales Assembly Government
· Wessex Water
· West Somerset District Council
· Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust, Slimbridge
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