SEVERN ESTUARY PARTNERSHIP COASTATLANTIC PROJECT

SEVERN ESTUARY GIS FORUM MEETING

1 - 4pm on Monday 3rd October 2005
“INCLUDING LUNCH”
At South Gloucestershire County Council offices, Thornbury
Tel: 029 20 879111
AGENDA

1. Apologies
2. Minutes of last meeting and matters arising

3. Summary of previous GIS Forum workshops

4. Memorandum of Understanding 

5. Severn Estuary GIS metadatabase – presentation by Dr Tim Stojanovic
6. Presentation by Al Rogers/Cardiff University on the estuary wide GIS pilot project of the interaction between nature conservation and recreation on the Severn Estuary
7. Corepoint project/Local Information System for the Severn Estuary

8. AOB

9. Date of next meeting (s)

Notes to the Agenda

3. Review of previous workshops 
Previous workshops have outlined the main aim of the GIS Forum;
Facilitate information sharing and provide an opportunity for Forum members to develop relationships to share data and collaborate on data collation/collection projects where appropriate.

They have outlined that outputs to aid this process would be:

· Audit questionnaire to develop a database to list spatial datasets generated by Forum members  related to the Estuary and indicate where formal/informal data exchange agreements already occur.

· Use the data collated from the audit questionnaire and benefit from the relationships developed to produce a simple GIS for the Severn Estuary European marine site relevant authorities (of which most Forum attendees are members) as a best practice approach to indicate the benefits of the GIS Forum.
Presentations and discussions have included:

· GIgateway as national standard for developing metadata

· Developing a Memorandum of Understanding for data exchange between Forum members.

· Environmental Information Regulations 2004

4. Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

The GIS Forum workshop held in September 04 agreed in principle to a MoU and generated a list of possible statements that could be incorporated into a MoU. A final draft MoU has been attached separately to the covering e-mail and will be open for discussion and potentially agreement at the workshop in January.

5. Severn Estuary GIS audit and metadatabase
A simple database has been designed to record the title, copyright/restrictions and organisation contact details for spatial datasets collated from the following sources:

· GIS questionnaire returns from GIS Forum members

· Shoreline Management Plan – Severn Estuary Coastal Cell Group

· Bristol Channel Marine Aggregates research project – National Assembly for Wales

Dr Tim Stojanovic will present the database and invite comments for improvements and how the information could be best circulated among Forum members.

6. Estuary wide GIS pilot project of the interaction between nature conservation and recreation on the Severn Estuary
The pilot project is an integral part of the overall Severn Estuary GIS Forum work. The pilot project is generating a GIS overlaying nature conservation data layers with recreation and access data layers. The project aims to demonstrate best practice (generating metadata, using data layers provided for free by Forum members, using a base map provided by Forum members etc) and using the principles outlined in the Forum Memorandum of Understanding. This presentation will outline the process being undertaken and how a similar project could be undertaken by members of the GIS Forum for any estuary wide projects that may arise in the future (SMP, counter pollution etc).
7. Corepoint project/local information system for the Severn Estuary

The current project (Interreg Coastatlantic) runs until the end of 2005. The Severn Estuary Partnership is part of a further successful European bid (Corepoint) which will look at local information systems, with the Severn Estuary as a case study area. This project will potentially provide a focus to encourage the Severn Estuary GIS Forum to continue to meet. Tim Stojanovic from Cardiff University will briefly outline this project and it’s potential use to the GIS Forum, and especially any function specific projects such as coastal defence, Water Framework Directive etc.

