Severn Estuary Access Forum

7th  December 2004 10.30am
South Gloucestershire Council, Thornbury

______________________________________________________________

Minutes
1. Present- 
Russell De’ath – Countryside Council for Wales

Ann Fay- Bristol, S.Glos, Bath and NE Som. JLAF 

Gordon Hill – Monmouthshire County Council and LAF

Chris Hogg – Bristol, S.Glos, Bath and NE Som. JLAF

John Lane – Gloucestershire County Council

Jim Mitchell - Severn Estuary Partnership
Alistair Roach – Somerset LAF
Steve Rees – Cardiff C.C. 

Sally Vickery – Somerset LAF
Tim Raines- North Somerset LAF

Les Handy – Newport LAF

2. Apologies- 

Pat Hayes – Environment Agency 
Steve Knowles -  ASERA
Don Metcalfe- Bristol Channel Federation of Sea Anglers

Robin Simpson – Vice Chair, Cardiff LAF

3. Minutes of last Meeting      
The minutes of the August 24th meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record with the following amendments- 
-The Countryside agency is mapping all the areas in England around the estuary currently   

 with the exception of Gloucestershire County. The possibility of expanding the grant scheme to include wider access issues beyond new access land under the CRoW act is being seriously considered but no timetable has been set but this could be before 2007. 
- CCW’ s grant aiding is an ongoing partnership with local authorities which has always included an element of grants for access improvements in the local authority area- this also looks at strategic access work / planning.  There is also an additional pot of money to assist authorities to open up access land in time for launch of access land in Summer 2005. 

A couple of  people mentioned that they had not received some documents on email 

–Action JM to verify that email system is working and everyone is correctly named on it. 
4. Estuary Wide Audit Feedback

JM asked the group if they agreed with the overview presented in the written audit report.
A couple of amendments were added and the changed report is included with the minutes.

5. Discussion and Questions with Charlotte Pagendam.
Thanks to Charlotte from English Nature for presenting a draft paper to the group on Legal Implications of the Habitats Regulations and Access. 
Charlotte outlined the different sections of the draft paper and a discussion was had over how the Access project is working with English Nature and CCW to ensure that access management takes account of the Habitat regulations.
Different forms of access – e.g. Vehicular / horse riding, were raised in relation to possible different disturbance effects . Further information is needed and possibly data collected as part of the S. Glos Pilot could help increase understanding here.
6. Working Group Update.
JM gave an update of the progress of the working group.

The working group met twice, in September and November. Chris Hogg requested if Ann Fay from the JLAF could join the group. Tom Vincent from South Gloucestershire Council also joined the group. Thank you to all involved for their time and effort. 

The working group developed a list of contents which a strategy could cover. 

The working group then went on to discuss, with advice from English Nature and CCW, how the project could best take into account the habitat regulations. 

It was decided that the best way forward is to change the emphasis onto managing access responsibly in light of the habitat regulations. To do this there is a need to identify “hot spots” of activity and bird sensitivity and look at access management in these areas to draw conclusions. This process will then feed into the strategy development. The first area to look at this and develop a methodology will be the South Gloucestershire Pilot (see below).

Action JM to look again at the strategy progress made with the working group and how it fits into the recent developments. A working group meeting will be called to discuss this- probably in March, so it can report on progress at the next meeting.

Gordon Hill from Monmouthshire County Council indicated that he has some counters that can be installed onto stiles / gates on the Severn way to start to collect visitor number data on the Monmouthshire coast. For more information on counters and Monmouthshire’s counting programme contact Gordon on GordonHill@monmouthshire.gov.uk
7. Pilot Project Update.
South Glos.- 

The South Glos. Pilot is currently working on a methodology to survey land based recreation / access at three sites along the coast. This will give valuable information as to the “hot spots” where interaction between the birds and access may be occurring and can guide access management in this area. It will also hopefully indicate the best way to allocate the resources for interpretation in the area. The methodology can then be applied to the whole estuary. 
Forest of Dean-

A meeting is scheduled for December 9th discuss progress with the pilot project. 

The project is looking at ways to combine with the Docks development to maximise resources. A main element of the project is to link the docks with the town by improving access along the old railway line.      
Monmouthshire – 

The pilot is proceeding with replacing the stiles with kissing gates. Access monitoring via counters was raised by Gordon Hill as a way of adding to the data we can collect around the estuary on visitor numbers / makeup.

Newport- 

Initial meetings have outlined a desire for increased disabled access. Further development necessary.

8. A.O.B.
JM highlighted the Severn Estuary Newsletter and the walk which is contained within it. 

Gordon Hill added that there is also a wealth of history relating to Stop-net boats in Monmouthshire, around Chepstow.

Radio Gloucestershire have picked up on the walk and a piece will be broadcast about it on January 2nd 2004.

JM will be looking for another walk (which will be checked with CCW), somewhere either in Newport or Monmouthshire.
Steve Pitt form Gloucestershire County Council has moved on. Best of luck to Steve, and welcome to John Lane who is replacing Steve on the Estuary Wide Access Forum. 

The Guide to Exploring the Severn Estuary has been put on hold due to developments with the issue of possibly increasing disturbance. However it is hoped that much of the work that has gone into the guide can be used at a later date e.g. on the internet. 

Sally Vickery raised the point that if walks / information is to be published a good way of evaluating this is to have a cut off and send back slip to return comments form the public about walks / access etc.

Chris Hogg noted that the Community Forest of Avon has some good examples of this type of feedback form.
9. Date of Next Meeting
Thornbury Committee Room 1 at 10.30am, on April 5thth. Please note this is a changed date as Tuesday the 12th was fully booked. There was difficulty in parking on the December meeting and if this is repeated on the April meeting then we will consider a change of venue.
