Severn Estuary Access Forum

10.30am 16th August 2005
South Gloucester Council, Thornbury

______________________________________________________________

Minutes
1. Present- 
Natasha Barker- Severn Estuary Partnership

Ann Faye - Bristol, S.Glos, Bath and NE Som. JLAF
Les Handy – Newport LAF

Gordon Hill – Monmouthshire County Council and LAF

Chris Hogg – Bristol, S.Glos, Bath and NE Som. JLAF

John Lane- Gloucestershire C.C.

Don Metcalfe- Bristol Channel Association of Sea Anglers

Jim Mitchell – Severn Estuary Partnership

Richard Ninnes – Countryside Council for Wales

Charlotte Padgendham – English Nature

Robin Simpson – Cardiff LAF

Robin Winfield- NFU

Gareth Withers- North Somerset C.C.
2. Apologies- 

Victoria Bennett- Countryside Agency

Russel De’ath- CCW

Steve Knowles - ASERA

Steve Rees – Cardiff C.C.
Sally Vickery – Somerset LAF

3.  Minutes of last meeting 

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record.
     Matters arising- 


Jim thanked all those who assisted in the ASERA activities workshop held in April.
The results will be compiled and made available later in the year as a GIS to all who are interested.

4.  Viewing of a Countryside Agency presentation – entitled ‘Access to   

     the Coast- Facts and Issues’.

5.  Speaker- Richard Ninnes, Countryside Council for Wales –     

     “Extending access to the coast” – followed by a discussion.

Please see attached document summarising the main points of the discussion.

Several comments were made by members of the forum which I have included in the report.
6.  Project updates:


JM gave an update on the progress of the four pilot projects. 
S.Glos,- Work completed on infrastructure improvement.  
Forest of Dean- Work completed at Lydney Dock- successful launch alongside Dock on 23rd 
 July
Monmouthshire- Work completed on kissing gate installation. Gordon Hill showed photos of 

completed work. 13 gates have been installed, including 5 suitable for mobility scooters, and are already being used. Good co-operation with landowners
Newport – ongoing work as par of interpretation (see below)

Interpretation Projects- The various projects have been combined and put out to tender- awaiting bids, descision to be made on 9th September by partners.
Work to include- 2 panels in each of S. Glos, Monmouthshire and Newport



2 leaflets describing walks in Newport



New Severn Estuary Partnership Newsletter



Further Website work (to be launched 10th October).
Access toolkit –
JM met with Russell De’ath of CCW to discuss the changes in emphasis of Strategy to Toolkit which were agreed by the April meeting of the Access Forum. CCW agreed in the change of emphasis.  The toolkit will include the proceedings of the Access forum and write up of the Pilot projects.

The timescale will be as follows- 

November- Draft toolkit sent out to forum

December- Agreed at Access forum meeting

Early Jan 06- Posted onto Website.

7.  A.O.B.

The future of the access forum was brought up. JM intends to hold meeting with CCW to evaluate success of Access forum and possible continuation of funding. Also to explore possible funding by other statutory bodies.
Other funding project the Severn Estuary Partnership are currently looking at include Crown Estate funding and Aggregate Levy Grant Aiding.
Chris Hogg highlighted a recent report on LAF’s by the University of Glos. and Cheltenham for the Countryside Agency. It mentions that good practice for LAF’s is to work together with neighbouring LAF’s on a regional basis.
Thanks to Pat Hayes of the Environment Agency for input into the Access Forum. Pat has moved jobs within the agency so will not be attending in the future. 
8.  Date of next meeting and close 

Note the next meeting date is- 
Tuesday 6th December 2005 (not the 13th as stated in the meeting as room unavailable)  

Venue- Thornbury, Committee room 1
Time 10.30

