Severn Estuary Access Forum

10.30am 24th August 2004

South Gloucester Council, Thornbury

______________________________________________________________

Minutes
1. Present- 
Chris Burke- Countryside Agency

Russell De’ath – Countryside Council for Wales

Don Metcalfe- Bristol Channel Federation of Sea Anglers

Evangelia Moutselou – Cardiff University
Gordon Hill – Monmouthshire County Council and LAF

Chris Hogg – Bristol, S.Glos, Bath and NE Som. LAF

Steve Knowles -  ASERA

Jim Mitchell - Severn Estuary Partnership
Alistair Roach – Somerset LAF
Steve Rees – Cardiff C.C. 

Robin Simpson – Vice Chair, Cardiff LAF

Sally Vickery – Somerset LAF
2. Apologies- 

Steve Pitt- Gloucestershire C.C.

Tim Raines- North Somerset LAF

Pat Hayes – Environment Agency

3. Minutes of last Meeting      
The minutes of the April 14th meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record and there were no matters arising.

4. Terms of Reference Amendments
The new amendments proposed by the Countryside Council for Wales were agreed by the group.
5. Guest Speaker
Thanks to Steve Knowles from the Association of Severn Estuary Relevant Authorities for his presentation on “The Severn Estuary European Marine Site”.
6. Chris Burke of the Countryside Agency attended the forum and gave background information relating the CA’s position on Access Management Grants. Currently the grants are concentrating on Access land- specifically Gloucestershire and North Somerset in the Estuary area. However a strategy relating to access around the Estuary could be of use to gain funds in the future as there are plans to widen the grant scheme post 2007. More information is available form Chris on 0117 910 2961, chris.burke@countryside.gov.uk
or on the Countryside Agency Website.
Russell De’ath said that the Welsh position is slightly different in that Access management grants are already available for areas outside new Access land, and CCW will continue to  support the development of a strategy for sustainable Access to the Estuary.
7. Audit Summary

JM gave an update of the access audit. Meetings with either LAF representatives / Authority officers around the estuary have taken place. Information has been put into a GIS of the Estuary for reference and summary sheets of access in each local area are now being compiled. These will be sent out shortly. 
JM asked the group weather further consultation is needed at this stage or weather the group  advises to hold until a draft strategy is developed. The group broadly agreed the latter to be preferred as it is easier to focus comment on a structured document rather than an open-ended questionnaire.
8. Exploring the Severn Estuary Project

JM presented ideas and drafts on the Interpretation project.
Briefly-

Title – Exploring the Severn Estuary

Form- Booklet / Web

Purpose – To raise awareness of the natural and cultural value of the Estuary.

Format- An overview, safety information, a series of maps with points and areas of interest marked out.

The forum was invited to comment on these maps and add suggestions for the publication.

It was mentioned that Accessibility should be taken into account. Current practice is to detail as far as possible what facilities / terrain is present at a site so readers can decide weather it is suitable for them.

It was mentioned that the need for safety is paramount, and some LA’s may need to check weather they can be credited as contributors to a booklet promoting access. Safety information will be outlined at the start of the booklet and throughout, in the form of hint and tips for the user.
8. Working Group Request

JM went thought the findings of the workshop at the last meeting and how the issues raised could be split into areas which can be addressed by a strategic approach. He then asked for members of the forum to join him in a working group to meet three times over the winter to aid the writing of the strategy.
The following group members expressed an interest- 

Chris Hogg

Robin Simpson

Russell De’ath

Alistair Roach

Additional members have offered support via email.

Steve Pitt

This working group meeting will take place at 10.30am on Tuesday 28th September in Kingswood (not Thornbury!) Council Offices. Further details to follow for those involved.
9. AOB

Evangelia Moutselou Cardiff University gave a breif synopsis of her project and how forum memebers could help her with her research. Contact Lia on 029 20 876594 or at moutseloue@cardiff.ac.uk for further information.
Date of Next Meeting
The next Forum Meeting will take place at Thornbury, Committee Room 2,

At 10.30am, on December 7th. Please note this is the other committee room from the one we have used so far.
