Severn Estuary Access Forum

5th April 2005 10.30am
South Gloucestershire Council, Thornbury

______________________________________________________________

Minutes
1. Present- 
Ann Fay- Bristol, S.Glos, Bath and NE Som. JLAF 

Pat Hayes – Environment Agency 
Gordon Hill – Monmouthshire County Council and LAF

Chris Hogg – Bristol, S.Glos, Bath and NE Som. JLAF

John Lane – Gloucestershire County Council

Don Metcalfe- Bristol Channel Federation of Sea Anglers

Jim Mitchell - Severn Estuary Partnership

Steve Rees – Cardiff C.C. 

Tim Raines- North Somerset LAF

Alun Rodgers- Cardiff University

Robin Simpson – Vice Chair, Cardiff LAF

Dave Villis- South Gloucestershire Council

2. Apologies- 
Victoria Bennett- Countryside Agency

Steve Knowles- ASERA

Sally Vickery – Somerset LAF

3. Minutes of last meeting
The minutes of the December 7th meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record with the following amendments- 
4. Presentation by Alun Rodgers of Cardiff University ‘Severn Estuary European Marine Site – Recreation and Nature Conservation GIS’
After the presentation we discussed possible uses of the GIS and how it can be adapted to the future. It was noted that the ASERA workshop (see next item) is the best chance to update the recreation information.
5. ASERA Recreation and Nature Conservation Workshop, 28th April 2005, City and Port of Bristol Social Club.
Most of the group were aware of this and hoped to attend. 
6. Project Updates-

JM gave an update of the progress of the four pilots.

In addition to the progress report it was noted-

· South Glos. surveys are underway- using a local volunteer form the Parish council and staff from SEP and S.Glos
· Gordon Hill from Monmouthshire County Council said that the infrastructure work was underway in Monmouthshire. He brought in to show the forum one of the  magnetic counters for visitor monitoring. 
The two different forms of monitoring and their various strengths and weaknesses for conducting appropriate assessments will be evaluated in the project toolkit (see later)
· The Newport project has produced plans for two panels and two leaflets to interpret the levels. The pilot is looking into how effectively to assess the impact of these.
· The redeveloped SEP website was demonstrated to the forum as an example of ‘estuary-wide’ interpretation. It was noted that Times New Roman is not the best font for text on the web- action JM to amend this.  
The following proposal was put to the forum-

From strategy to toolkit

Proposal to draw up a internet / paper guide for access officers / interested parties- detailing the following-

· Who the various bodies are in relation to access, SEP, ASERA, etc. and web links    

 to appropriate pages

· The results of the audit carried out last year

· Access to the eventual GIS data of the ASERA / SEP project (copyright   

 depending)

· A checklist for considering access improvements / management on the coast

· Reports and survey results from the pilot projects

· Implications and recommendations

Report to be written by the Severn Estuary Partnership, guided by the working    

group and the Access forum.   In essence this project report replaces the ‘strategy’ with a toolkit / resource 

The group discussed the proposal and there was broad agreement that this was the desired way forward for the project.

JM rose the fact that funding for the project ends in March 2006. Any thoughts / ideas on the longevity of the forum / project and possible funding then please contact JM.
Action JM to look into funding possibilities e.g. Marine aggregates
8. A.O.B.
The new SEP newsletter, including a walk in the Newport area, has been printed and is being distributed.
JM described the COREPOINT project to the group- a Cardiff University project, with involvement form the SEP – details in the SEP newsletter.

9. Date of Next Meeting
Thornbury Committee Room 1 at 10.30am, on August 16th 2005
