Severn Estuary Access Forum

10.30am 16th April 2004

South Gloucester Council, Thornbury

______________________________________________________________

Minutes
Present- 
Russell De’ath – Countryside Council for Wales

Les Handy – Newport LAF

Pat Hayes – Environment Agency

Gordon Hill – Monmouthshire County Council and LAF

Chris Hogg – Bristol, S.Glos, Bath and NE Som. LAF

Jim Mitchell – Severn Estuary Partnership

Steve Pitt- Gloucestershire C.C.

Tim Raines- North Somerset LAF

Alistair Roach – Somerset LAF
Steve Rees – Cardiff C.C. 

Sally Vickery – Somerset LAF

Jeff Wyatt – Vale of Glamorgan LAF
Apologies- 

Tom Lewis – Countryside Agency
Phil Cadenne – Cardiff C.C.
1.       After introductions JM gave a presentation on the “Severn Estuary Partnership and    

          Access Project Overview”.
2.       The Terms of reference were discussed and the following points made.
· It was raised weather the reference to conservation designations took into account conservation of the built environment, archaeological and other elements. It was agreed that it does.
· It was raised that there is no direct landowner representation on the forum. LAF membership does include 30- 50% landowner representation, so views of landowners should be taken into account through the representation of the LAFs. Also- JM to research and invite a suitable estuary wide landowning group to the next meeting. 

3.  A Discussion of main issues relating to Severn Estuary access. 
Please see appendix 1. – “Barriers to access to the Severn Estuary and how to address them”.
4. A Strategy for Sustainable Access to the Severn Estuary- the next steps.
· JM brought to the attention of the forum the work of the Association of Severn Estuary Relevant Authorities (ASERA) – and the work of the Severn Estuary Partnership in developing a GIS database with recreation areas and Nature Conservation areas inputted into it. To this end the forum was asked if LAF’s / LAF members can help with the recording of information relating to recreation / access on the estuary foreshore. Action All to ask LAF’s if they can fill in the relevant forms (please see appendix 2). JM offered to come to LAF meetings to facilitate if the LAF wished to help out.
· It was raised that the remit of the group is very large and it is important to keep focussed on the terms of reference during meetings.
· RD from CCW raised that CCW have an annual partnership fund which could help implement actions recognised by the strategy. JM to find out if the Countryside Agency have similar schemes.
· RD raised that CCW want to map coastal access areas – provisionally in 2008-09. Forums like the estuary wide forum may be able to help here.
Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday 24th August 2004 10.30am Thornbury, S.Glos. Committee Room 1.
