Discussion – Access Issues 

The group was asked to write two main issues related to preventing access to the estuary. After grouping them into broad areas, the group was asked to put down two ways of addressing these issues, with particular emphasis on how the forum could help address them.

	Area
	Issues / Barriers
	Ways of Addressing these

	Organisational / Funding

	-Lack of joined up working- e.g. between parish / county etc.
-Recative approach – deal with complaints rather than long term access strategy

-Lack of resources / competing priorities


	-forum can provide focus to allow authorities to jointly resolve access       

 management issues 
- Need to improve funding for access and landscape management
-forum can look for common approaches / share and pool information

- Look at a whole estuary approach – ignoring boundries and having joined- up working



	Conflicts


	- Landowners unlawfully blocking roads
- Conflicts between users

- Illegal access by motorcycles


	- Identify past / present / future projects and any long standing issues difficulties that might be solved through this group 
- Look for common approaches wherever practicable



	Information / Awareness


	- Security / Fear of Safety
- Lack of information / Publicity for public on what to do / where to     

  go / what facilities available


	- Supply information / interpretation – directly e.g. website or on site or indirectly via LAF’s / T + C  councils
-Work towards raising organisational awareness of the estuary as a local asset.
-opportunity to co-ordinate positive publicity to promote responsible access 

- Involve Local tourist Offices
- Provide signage and leaflets

	Roads / Infrastucture links


	-Main road infrastructure -  not easy to travel eg. east / west to coast   

 in Somerset.

- Poor roads – access to sea walls / potholes in roads  
- Lack of car parking 

- Raising of sea defences due to global warming

- Cliff / foreshore footpath erosion

-Development of the coast and estuary  – housing / industrial / energy 

	- Mark routes to sea wall
- Fill Pot holes
- Information / awareness raising (see above)

	Rights of way / access routes

	-Very few rights of way to allow acces to sites of interest
- S.Glos – Bridleway provision to estuary in fair, but route along estuary is a footpath
- Lack of public transport to rural estuary nature of settlement – small hamlets etc.

- Access very varied throughout estuary


	- Negotiate with landowners to agree access – permissive access has a role to play
- Development of coastal routes and shorter circular routes

- Ease of access to the coast must be maintained for emergency services

 








