SEVERN ESTUARY PARTNERSHIP

NATURAL HERITAGE WORKING GROUP MEETING

12 noon on Monday 18th April 2005
Walton Park Hotel, Clevedon
MINUTES

Present:
Gillian Ellis-King, S Gloucestershire Co

Vaughan Grantham, Cardiff Co

Andy Hicklin, Environment Agency,

Pauline Homer, N Somerset Co

Steve Knowles, Severn Estuary Partnership (Minutes)

Matthew Lewis, Monmouthshire Co Co

Charlotte Pagendham, English Nature

Anne Valdes, Newport City Council

1 Apologies

Anne Hayes/The Bristol Port Company, Charlotte Pagendham/English Nature, Gary Kennison/Gloucestershire Co Co

Summary action points

1. Steve Knowles to produce draft G, and identify appropriate ‘developers’ to pilot this draft with.
2 Content of guidance notes
The meeting discussed version F of the guidance notes. Andy Hicklin expressed concern that the document may be too long and would not be suitable for part of its target audience (i.e. developers). Both Gillian Ellis-King and Anne Valdes argued that the document, with it’s present style and format, would be most useful to local authorities in their role of development control, as well as for developers. After further discussion the main points agreed on were:
· A simple flowchart/checklist to be included upfront

· Re-order some of the text (current page 3, top of page 4 and page 8) to be at the front of the document

· Produce a pilot copy and send to selected developers to ensure that it is of use to them

· Use specific examples of development on the Severn, rather than national examples

· Any map produced needs to show the extent of the levels around the Estuary

· There will need to be a Welsh version. However, it was agreed that a pragmatic approach would be to produce only an electronic version in Welsh that could be placed on the SEP website. A reference to a Welsh version being available on the SEP website will be required on the English printed version.

Additional hand written comments on draft F were provided by those in attendance. Steve Knowles to incorporate these comments and produce draft G, and identify appropriate ‘developers’ to pilot this draft with.
3 Confirmation of next meeting

The next meeting was not agreed, but the group have generally agreed to piggy back onto other estuary meetings when most of the group members are in attendance. 
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