SEVERN ESTUARY PARTNERSHIP

COASTATLANTIC PROJECT

NATURAL HERITAGE WORKING GROUP MEETING

12 noon on Tuesday 20th April 2004

Monmouthshire Co Co offices, Cwmbran
MINUTES

Present:
Fiona Bowles, Wessex Water

Gillian Ellis-King, S Gloucestershire Co

Sue Howard, Countryside Council for Wales

Helen Jenkins, Environment Agency

Gary Kennison, Gloucestershire Co Co

Steve Knowles, Severn Estuary Partnership (Minutes)

Matthew Lewis, Monmouthshire Co Co

Rachel Lewis, N Somserset Co

Mark Wills, English Nature

1 Apologies

There were no apologies.

Summary action points

1. Steve Knowles to discuss EN/CCW ‘scoping advice’ prior to drafting guidance notes.

2. Steve Knowles to discuss what Richard Osgood (S Glos Co) is producing for the archaelogical heritage project.

3. Steve Knowles to circulate suggested dates for further meetings once discussions have taken place with S Glos Co & EN/CCW.

2 Outline of project

Gillian Ellis-King explained that the main aim for this project is to produce guidance for practitioners (planner, councillors and consultants) engaged in spatial planning and decision making with regard to new development in the coastal zone, to enable them to assess and minimise the impact of their actions. In addition, the project would aim to move forward the spatial planning and sustainable management of activities including providing input to the access project, and in particular, interpretation to be installed along the Severn Way. The project would aim to summarise the issues, legislation and nature conservation considerations on the Severn Estuary. The guidance notes could also include case studies to illustrate the legislation and nature conservation considerations required.

Fiona Bowles requested that a ‘who to contact/who is involved’ section be included. Sue Howard suggested that a list of the required consultations be included.

Fiona Bowles enquired whether the project would consider new towns in the coastal hinterland as these would require sewerage infrastructure which could impact on the SPA. The meeting agreed that the guidance notes would concentrate on the hinterland potential to impact on the nature conservation considerations of the site.

Sue Howard stressed that the existing process for new development includes for consultation to the countryside agencies. Sue added that in Wales, the SSSI designations around the estuary, act as a safety net for protection of the designated features.

ACTION:  
Steve Knowles to discuss EN/CCW ‘scoping advice’ prior to drafting guidance notes.

ACTION:
Steve Knowles to discuss what Richard Osgood (S Glos Co) is producing for the archaelogical heritage project.

3 Draft Terms of Reference

Steve Knowles requested comments on the draft Terms of reference. None were tabled at the meeting. Any comments on the draft Terms of Reference should be sent to the ASERA office by 25th June 2004.

4 Confirmation of next meeting

Steve Knowles asked how regularly the WG would like to meet. The WG agreed in principle to arrange meetings to ‘piggy back’ on other estuary related meetings where the majority of WG members were present.

ACTION:
Steve Knowles to circulate suggested dates for further meetings once discussions have taken place with S Glos Co & EN/CCW.
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