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Severn Estuary Partnership – COASTATLANTIC project

Improving spatial planning and sustainable development issues on the Severn Estuary;

Focus on the nature conservation dimension
1. Introduction

Severn Estuary Partnership

The Severn Estuary Partnership (SEP) aims to “bring together those involved with the development, management and use of the Estuary within a framework which encourages the integration of their interests and responsibilities to achieve common objectives.” The SEP has recently been successful in securing European (Interreg IIIB) and UK Government funding under the COASTATLANTIC project in the Atlantic Arc area. With partners from Spain, Portugal, France and Ireland, the SEP will undertake a number of project strands which include coastal access, cultural heritage, promoting local produce, GIS and natural heritage. Undertaking these projects will enable the SEP to begin implementing the ‘Strategy for the Severn Estuary’. 

Sustainable development and planning
The concepts of sustainable development are now firmly embedded as a primary goal of the planning system. The UK Government is looking to introduce, for the first time, a statutory purpose for planning, in the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Bill, that will refer to sustainable development. The Welsh Assembly Government now has incorporated sustainable development into its legislation. Although there is no comprehensive research project to establish the real scope and depth of the contribution of the land use planning system to nature conservation, the empirical evidence of known decisions and plan content is that the land use planning system has contributed to site and species protection, habitat translocation, creation and enhancement to improve site management. It has protected individual geological features and helped to sustain functioning natural systems and processes (EN report 566 – Review of how land use planning system could influence the development of a marine spatial planning system for England).

2. Nature conservation and planning on the Severn Estuary

The Severn Estuary is one of the largest estuaries in the UK. It supports populations of wild birds that are of European importance, and in recognition of this the Estuary was classified as a Special Protection Area (SPA) in 1995. It is also a Ramsar site and a possible Special Area of Conservation (pSAC). 

The protected area of the Severn Estuary covers the jurisdictional area of 10 local authority planning departments, as well as other statutory organisations and users involved in the development and use of the estuary. Clear guidance to spatial planners and decision-makers could help them in taking account of and seeking to manage the potential impact of activities and development on nature conservation interests. 

3. The Natural Heritage project

The Natural Heritage project aims to help planners and decision makers take account of the potential impact of development and activities on the nature conservation resource of the Severn Estuary. This project relates to issue ‘D2; impact of development on areas of natural, cultural, built, archaeological or scientific interest’ and issue ‘N3; The impact of development on nature conservation interests’ within the ‘Strategy for the Severn Estuary’.

The overall objectives of this project are;

· To improve understanding and awareness of the potential for spatial planning development decisions to affect the nature conservation resource;

· To empower decision-makers in the making of sustainable development decisions, and

· To ensure that activities, plans and projects contribute to the conservation of the natural heritage of protected areas.

The main outputs will be:

· User friendly guidance for spatial planners and decisions-makers to move forward best practice by taking account and seeking to manage the potential impact of activities and development on wildlife.

The Natural Heritage project will run from March 2004 – February 2006.
4. Who could be involved?

Due to the clear overlap with the role of the Association of Severn Estuary Relevant Authorities (ASERA), the SEP will work closely on this project with ASERA to their mutual benefit. It is anticipated that members of the ASERA local authority sector group and the countryside agencies will make up the main membership of a Natural Heritage group. Members of other ASERA sector groups and the Advisory Group may also be invited if interested.

Contact Details:

Steve Knowles, Severn Estuary Partnership, PO Box 914, Cardiff University, Cardiff CF10 3YE

Tel: 01633 777706, e-mail sknowles@abports.co.uk
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