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Supporting Appendices 

Information required to support the Severn Estuary Shoreline Management Plan Review (SMP2) is 

provided in the following appendices. These supporting documents offer transparency to the decision 

making process that is undertaken, leading to explanations and reasoning for the promoted policies. 

 

A: SMP2 Development 

The history, structure and development of the SMP are detailed in 

this report. The investigation and decision making process are 

explained more fully to outline the procedure to setting policy. 

B: Stakeholder Engagement and 

Consultation 

Stakeholder communication is continuous through the SMP2 

process, comments on the progress of the management plan are 

recorded within Appendix B. 

C: Baseline Understanding of 

Coastal Behaviour and Dynamics, 

Coastal Defences and Baseline 

Scenario Report  

This report includes detail of coastal dynamics, defence data and 

shoreline scenario assessments of NAI (No Active Intervention ï 

defences are not maintained, repaired or replaced allowing the 

shoreline to evolve more naturally) and With Present Management 

(WPM) i.e.: SMP1 Policy. 

D: Theme Review 

The identification and evaluation of the natural landscape and 

conservation, the historic environment and present and future 

land use of the shoreline. 

E: Issues, Features and Objectives 

The features of the shoreline are listed within this report. A series of 

strategic objectives are then set along with commentary on the 

relative importance of each feature identified. 

F: Policy Development and Appraisal 

Presents the consideration of generic policy options for each 

frontage identifying possible acceptable policies and their 

combination into óManagement Approachesô for testing. Also 

presents the appraisal of impacts upon shoreline evolution and the 

appraisal of objective achievement. 

G: Preferred Policy Scenario Testing 

Presents the policy assessment of appraisal of objective 

achievement towards definition of the Preferred Plan (as presented 

in the Shoreline Management Plan document). 

H: Economic Appraisal and 

Sensitivity Testing 

Presents the economic analysis undertaken in support of the 

Preferred Plan. 

I: Strategic Environmental 

Assessment Report 

Presents the various items undertaken in developing the Plan that 

specifically relate to the requirements of the EU Council Directive 

2001/42/EC (the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive), 

such that all of this information is readily accessible in one 

document. This includes work to help towards a Habitat Regulatory 

Assessment (HRA). 

J: Water Framework Assessment 

Report 

Provides a retrospective assessment of the policies defined under 

the Severn Estuary SMP2 highlighting future issues for 

consideration at policy implementation stage. 

K: Bibliographic Database 
All supporting information used to develop the SMP is referenced 

for future examination and retrieval. 

The information presented in each appendix is supported and guided by other appendices; the broad 

relationships between the appendices are illustrated overleaf. 
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Compliance to the SMP2 Quality 

Review Group (QRG) Terms of 

Reference  

 

This Appendix of the SMP 2 seeks to meet the following requirements set out by the 

Terms of Reference (ToR) of the Quality Review Group: 

¶ Thematic reviews, reporting on human, historic, and natural 

environmental features and issues, clearly identify the key issues to be 

considered by the SMP2. 

¶ Impacts of policies on both coastal processes and coastal features (as 

identified by the Theme Review) are adequately addressed in both the 

plan summary in main document and the supporting appendices 

(highlighted here though addressed more fully in Annex A of the 

Main SMP2 Report). 

¶ When addressing impacts on designations, consideration is given to the 

full range of environmental features, including: earth heritage SSSI 

features as well as biological features; Scheduled Monuments, 

Conservation Areas and other such designations of landscape, historic 

or cultural heritage. (Considered through evaluation of Issues, 

Features and Objectives in Appendices E, F and Policy 

Development and Appraisal in Appendix G). 
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Executive Summary 

A central element in the identification and assessment of objectives is a SMP2 specific report titled 

the ñTheme Reviewò. The Theme Review identifies the key features along the coast and why they 

are important to stakeholders, this includes the benefits that the feature provides in terms of nature 

conservation, landscape character, human environment (including current and future land-use), and 

heritage sites. 

The Theme Review evaluates data collected in Stage 1 of the Severn Estuary SMP2 and those 

particular issues identified through stakeholder engagement. The Theme Review reports on the 

following themes: 

1. Landscape and nature conservation; 

a. Landscape and visual features; 

b. Current status of designated sites and wildlife/earth heritage interests; 

c. Targets, as set by Local Plans, Biodiversity Plans etc. 

2. Historic environment; 

a. Current status of designated sites. 

3. Current and future land-use; 

a. Commercial/industrial land-use (including marine archaeology); 

b. Residential developments; 

c. Access to the shoreline; 

d. Recreation, tourism and amenity interests; 

e. Future land use/planning/targets, as set by regional spatial strategies/local 

developments frameworks. 

 

The Theme Review has addressed each feature, stating why each is important, the scale of 

importance and who benefits (see Appendix E for Issues and Features report). 

Information from the Theme Review is used as a basis for developing policy options and assessing 

the implications and thus suitability of these options. 
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Purpose of the Theme Review 

This Appendix evaluates the following key topics: 

¶ Landscape and nature conservation; 

¶ Historic environment;  

¶ Current and future land-use. 

The purpose of the Theme Review is to inform stakeholders and to aid the development 

of objectives and allocation of policy options along the shoreline of the Severn Estuary. 

Development of objectives and policy options, and the assessment of their impact and 

suitability, will be developed through identification of key features and their importance to 

stakeholders along the estuary shoreline from Haw Bridge (north of Gloucester and set 

as the tidal limit for the SMP2), to Lavernock Point (on the Welsh shoreline) and Anchor 

Head (on the English shoreline) of the Severn Estuary. The features, grouped in the 

above topic areas will be considered in terms of their benefit to stakeholders. 

 

1.2 Structure of the Theme Review  

The Theme Review is divided into six sections:   

¶ Section 1 ï Introduction; 

¶ Section 2 ï Policies and legislation; 

¶ Section 3 ï Landscape and nature conservation; 

¶ Section 4 ï Historic environment; 

¶ Section 5 ï Current and future land use; 

¶ Section 6 ï Summary of SMP2 Theme Areas.  

¶ Annex A ï Local Authority Policy Summaries 

¶ Annex B ï Water Assets 

¶ Annex C ï SSSIôs 

¶ Annex D ï Historic Parks and Gardens 

 

Sections 2 ï 5 deal with overarching issues that affect several or all Theme Areas.  Some 

of the issues in these sections affect an area greater than that covered by the SMP2 

alone e.g. national policies, international legislation, etc.  The issues set out in sections 2 

ï 5 will need to be taken into account in each of the Theme Areas that are affected.  

Section 6 looks at each Theme Area in turn and examines issues relating to policies, 

landscape & nature conservation, the historic environment and land use specific to the 

Theme Area in question.  
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There is often overlap between the various policies, plans, strategies and legislation.  

This often means that they could be considered under more than one of the topic 

headings (landscape & nature conservation, historic environment, land use). For 

example, information relating to the Habitats Directive is set out in section 3 on 

landscape and nature conservation.  This could have been included in section 2 on 

policies and legislation.  Similarly, information relating to land use planning is set out in 

section 5, but could also have been included within section 2.   

Annex A includes all appropriate policies relating to activities or issues at the shoreline 

for each Local Authority within the study area. 

 

1.3 Theme Review Areas 

The coast has been divided into Theme Areas (see Figure 1.1) based on their land-use 

and key human developments in order to discuss the identified features and varied 

themes of the shoreline. The Severn Estuary SMP2 Theme Areas: 

¶ Penarth Area; 

¶ Cardiff Area; 

¶ Wentlooge Levels; 

¶ Caldicot Levels; 

¶ Newport, the River Usk and surrounding area; 

¶ Chepstow and the River Wye; 

¶ Tidenham and Surrounding Villages;  

¶ Lydney; 

¶ Lydney to Gloucester; 

¶ Gloucester to Haw Bridge (including both banks of the Severn); 

¶ Gloucester to Sharpness; 

¶ Sharpness to Severn Crossings;  

¶ Severnside, Bristol and Avon;  

¶ Portishead and Clevedon; 

¶ Kingston Seymour and Sand Bay; 

¶ The Holms. 

The colours adopted in Figure 1.1 are used for presentation purposes only to help 

differentiate areas. The colours have no significance. 

For the purposes of data gathering and obtaining an indication of key issues a buffer 

zone has been agreed around the shoreline and tributaries of the Severn, this is formed 

from the SMP2 boundary of either 1km or the extent of a 1 in 1,000 year current day 

extreme floodplain, whichever is greater.  The boundary being used in the Severn 

Estuary SMP2 is greater than that proposed in Defra SMP2 guidance but coincides with 

the Welsh Assembly Government TAN 15 guidance. The greater boundary has been 

selected as the Severn Estuary SMP2 covers both England and Wales and the resultant 
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policies in the SMP2 will need to be compatible with planning policies on both sides of 

the Estuary. 
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Figure 1.1. Theme Areas under Shoreline Management Review 
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